Over the past years, a wide spectrum of disciplines covering geoscience, space science and information science and technology have made rapid progress with great social and economic benefits. With the advances of these digital techniques and their broad applications in the very fabric of modern life and society, the demand has been raised for combining and distributing this information about these enormous and dynamic, multi-resolution and three dimension description data sets. Digital earth is the ideal way to integrate, utilize and share data and information resources, the principal part of information resources in achieving sustainable development, and the important area to develop global service. It can be expected that the raised emphasis and pursuit of global technology groups, enterprise groups and government groups on digital earth must result in the predominant development in human being's history as digital earth.
papers of academic interest, reports on conferences and reviews of books in relevant fields are also welcome.
After a year of preparatory work, IJDE is now ready to launch. On this special occasion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Professor Lu Yongxiang, President of the International Society for Digital Earth (ISDE), the Executive Committee members of ISDE, especially Professor John van Genderen, all members of the Editorial Board of IJDE, our publisher, Taylor & Francis Group, all authors as well as all expert reviewers who have made significant contributions to the publication of this journal. It is with their support that the editorial team has been able to put together this inaugural issue.
The International Journal of Digital Earth hopes to be a success in serving as an international academic forum for scholars to communicate and exchange their ideas, research approaches, results and experiences. I welcome your comments on this first issue and suggestions for future ones, as well as on any other aspect of the IJDE. I hope we can count on your support, which would be a strong driving force for us in our efforts to continually improve the quality and influence of the journal.
